
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 
 
Merry Christmas to all of our family and friends from the crew aboard Curare.  We hope this letter 
finds everyone in good health and we wish you an enjoyable New Year. 
 
2009 was another adventurous and fun filled year for Geoff, Linda and Jessie dog.  We spent 
Christmas 2008 anchored in the old harbour of Mazatlan where we met several other boats that we 
continued to cruise south down the Mexican coast with for the next several months.  New Years 

brought us to the small town of San Blas where we anchored in neighbouring 
Mantanchen Bay.  San Blas had a beautiful nativity scene in the main plaza across 
from the cathedral which looked very festive.  While in Mantanchen Bay we took in 
the “jungle” tour by panga up the estuary to a crocodile farm.  Along the way we 

spotted several turtles, egrets, iguana and even a couple of baby crocodiles. 
 
Our next stop was at La Cruz on the north shores of Banderas Bay.  We used the opportunity while 
there to renew our Mexican visas, do some touristy stops like the Vallarta Botanical Gardens and 
shopping in the old town of Puerto Vallarta as well as partake in several of the cruiser activities 
hosted by the marinas in the bay. 
 
Over the next several weeks we traveled down the Gold Coast stopping in 
great places, each one seeming to be better than the previous.  Every 
anchorage has it’s own charm: Chamela with it’s long sandy beach, 
sometimes challenging surf break and quaint little town of Punta Perula; 
Tenacatita is a calm, secure anchorage that offers access to a small town 

and great coral snorkeling via dinghy trip through a jungle estuary; Melaque 
has a great town plaza and multiple tiendas for provisioning although the 
anchorage can get rolly (hence “rocky Melaque”); the nearby town of Barra de 
Navidad is a favourite hangout for cruisers because of  it’s secure anchorage 
and the French baker who makes his morning rounds supplying the crowd 
with fantastic pastries; and Santiago Bay at the north end of Bahia Manzanillo, 
which was such a wonderful place that we ended up staying for six weeks. 
 

As our plans were to return to Canada for the summer, we turned around 
and slowly made our way back up into the Sea of Cortez, stopping in 
Puerto Vallarta in time for the Banderas Bay Regatta and a pleasant visit 
from Bob and Laura.  We took that opportunity to travel around by car to 
see places we wouldn’t have been able to otherwise.  On our way north 
we stopped again at magical Isla Isabella so Linda could celebrate her 
birthday amongst the blue footed boobies, frigate birds and iguanas not to 
mention the turtles, dolphins and whales swimming around the anchorage. 
 

Back in the Sea again we landed in Puerto Escondido in time for the 
annual Loreto Fest, a fund raiser put on by the cruising and shoreside 
community to benefit children in the area. By the end of May, Curare was 
back across the Sea to her summer home in Guaymas for the second 
year.  
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After securing and storing Curare we went on an inland tour of Sonora 
and Chihuahua states to visit the Barranca del Cobre (Copper 
Canyon).  We camped in some remote and rustic places along the way 
and thoroughly enjoyed all of the people and scenery throughout this 
rugged region of Mexico.   

 
By the end of June we returned to Canada to visit with family and friends as well as 
start the search for work.  A potential job that Linda had arranged 
unfortunately didn’t come together but by mid-July Geoff was working 
in an exploration camp in north central BC for a few weeks.  Linda 
came to pick him up and we then took in some camping in the 

Chilcotin before the fires drove us out.  In September another 
job fortunately came along that allowed Geoff and Linda to work 
together in the Cariboo.  It was an enjoyable six weeks that provided typical interior 
weather of gorgeous sunny days with cool evenings, bright fall colours and some 
minor snowfalls.  

 
After gathering up spare parts and food items not available in Mexico, Curare’s crew headed south 
again in mid-November.  We had been concerned about the state of Curare after the Tropical 
Storm Jimena had passed through several weeks before, but having secured her as best as 
possible there was nothing else we could do.  So it was a great relief to see Curare patiently 
waiting for us on her stands in the boat yard.  We quickly got her cleaned up, provisions stored and 
a new coat of bottom paint on and were on our way for our third season of cruising. 
 
 We crossed the Sea of Cortez to meet up with friends in La Paz and then crossed 
again with a great weather window, pointing our bow at the Southern Cross.  After a 
brief stop in La Cruz for some maintenance and rigging inspection we continued our 
journey south.  
 
This Christmas finds us in Chamela amongst a number of other cruisers, some that 
we have met before, some we’ve “met” over the radio and others who we are sure we’ll meet again 
in other ports south. 
 
Now that we are on the move once more we are trying to keep our blog site updated so if you are 
interested in our activities, or want to see where we are, check it out at http://curare.typepad.com. 
 
We wish everyone a very pleasant, enjoyable and peaceful Christmas.  Our best wishes go out to 
you for a wonderful healthy and prosperous New Year. 
 
SV Curare 
Geoff, Linda and Jessie 
 


